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I .  INTRODUCTION

trrl iseman is a smal1 rnining community on the west bank of the Middle Fork
of  the Koyukuk River  at  the mouth of  Wiseman Creek (F ig.  1 and 2) .  I t  l ies
w i t h i n  t h e  w  1 , / 2  w  r / 2  o f  S e c r i - o n  1 9 ,  T .  3 0  N . ,  R .  1 1  w . ,  a n d  r h e  s E  1 / 4
N E  1 / 4  a n d  t h e  N E  1 / 4  s E  r l 4  o f  S e c r i o n  2 4 ,  T .  3 0 N . ,  R .  7 2  w . ,  F a i r b a n k s
Mer id ian .

Fol lowing a gold st r ike made on the Hammond River  in  1911,
ln l iseman developed around wr ight f  s  Roadhouse at  the mouth of
reach ing  i t s  peak  o f  ac t i v i t y  i n  1915 .

the community of
Wiseman Creek,

Unt i l  1969'  the res idents and owners of  the 38 standjng cabins at  Wiseman had an
oppo r tun i t y  t o  f i l e  f o r  l and  unde r  e i t he r  t he  Homes j te  Ac t  o r  t he  T rus tee
Townsi te Act .  However,  PLO 4382 (which wi thdrew al l  A laskan lands pending
se t t l emen t  o f  t he  Na t j ve  c l a ims  i ssue )  and  PLo  5150  (wh i ch  c rea red  the  Ur i l i r y
corr idor)  wi thdrew these lands f rom appropr iat ion by publ ic  land law.

The Bureau of  Land Management is  responsib le for  management of  the Ut i l i ty
Co r r i do r ,  i nc lud ing  the  p ro tec t i on  o f  h i s to r i ca l  and  o the r  cu l t u ra l  r esou rces .
The  Bu reau fs  Managemen t  F ramework  P lan  fo r  t he  Coh r ido r  (S  ep  3 i ,  Dec i s i on rL -1 .4 )
mandates that  appropr iate act ion be taken to resolve the unauthor ized occupancy
of  cabins in  Wiseman.

P r i o r  t o  any  ac t i on  wh i ch  may  a f f ec t  cu l t u ra l  r esou rces ,  BLM i s  l ega l l y  manda ted
to assess those resources and potent ia l  impacts upon them. This repor t  p: :ov ides
backg round  j . n fo rma t j on  on  Wiseman ts  s t ruc tu res  anC Lhe  commun i t y t s  h i s to ry .
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I I I .  PREH]STORY

Only general  s tatements can be made about  manr s  prehistor ic  use of  the Wj-seman
area.  Some speci f ic  in format ion has come f rom studies of  the archeologieal
s i tes found a long the Middle Fork of  the Koyukuk by the Alyeska Archeology
Project  dur ing construct i -on of  the Trans-Alaskan p ipel ine (Dekin in  Cook
19772305 -463 ) ,  bu t  t he  rna jo r i t y  o f  ou r  ea r l y  cu l t . u ra l  da ta  comes  f rom the
ethnographic l i terature.

Archeology

Seventeen s i tes were located across the r iver  f rom Wi-seman along the TAPS
route by Alaska archeologists  and e leven of  these were excavated (Dekin in
C o o k  L 9 7 7 : 3 0 5 ) .

The topography opposi te the tovrn of  Wiseman along the p ipel ine
al igrunent  is  character ized by two large areas of  g lac i -a l  t i l1 ,
i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  b e  g r o u n d  m o r a l n e s . . . .

Two concentrat ions of  archeological  s i tes have been found on
these  mora ines . . . .  The  c r i t i ca l  va r i ab les  i n f l uenc ing  s i t e  l ocaE ion
seem to  be :  1 )  v i s i b i l i t y ,  usua l l y  i n  a  pa r t j - cu la r  d i rec t i on ;  and  2 )
presence of a physical impedi-ment to the movement of migratory
an ima ls .  .  . .  (Dek in  i n  Cook  L977 :329 )  .

Despi te the number of  s i tes found,  most  of  them were sur f ic ia l  in  nacure
wi th l i t t le  s t rat igraphy and no datable mater ia l .  The ar t i facts found
inc luded  f l akes ,  m ic rob lades ,  co res ,  spa l l s ,  b i f aces ,  endb lades ,  end -
scrapers,  and s idescrapers made of  mater ia l  ranging f rom chert  to  basal t
and obsid ian.  No d iagnost ic  ar t i facts were found which would lead to a
de f i n i t e  cu l t u ra l  assoc ia t i on  f o r  t he  peop le  who  u t i l i zed  these  too l s .

The number of  s i tes d iscovered wi th in the l i rn i ted area examined indicates
that  the Id isernan area was def in i te ly  important  to  man in the past ,  probably
due to the presence of  migratory b ig game.

Ethnography

Based on the l i terature,  the argument  for  a Kutchin and probably a Dihai
Kutchin occupat ion of  the Middle Fork of  the Koyukuk is  s t rong.  Hal l
( f969)  argues for  a f i f ra l  Kutchin occupat ion of  the Koyukuk River  head-
waters,  inc luding the In l iseman area,  dur ing the per iod f rom 1950 -  1880,  on
the  bas i s  o f  o ra l  h i s to ry ,  a r cheo log i ca l ,  l i ngu i s t i c ,  and  e thno log i ca l
J ^ r ^
u d  L d .

Acco rd lng  to  Gubse r  (1969244 ) :

.  .  .  the f i rs t  accounts concerning the Kutchin refer  t .o  a v i l lage
of  a hundred persons or  more between the heads of  the Kobuk and
Noatak r ivers around walker  Lake,  or  perhaps a few mi les nor th.
Accordi-ng to the Eski-mos, some of whom knew the rndian languages,
these uyagamiut  spoke a language d. i f ferent  f rom that  of  the Koyukon
Ind lans .
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Gubser goes on to say that  ' rThe Chandalar  or  Kutchin are cal led uyagamiut
( l i tera l ly ,  inhabi tants of  rocks)  by the Nunamiut  because they of ten l ived
in stone houses."  They referred to the Koyukon (h is tor ic  inhabi tants of
the Koyukuk River)  as "Tagagavik ( t ravel  by canoe)"  (Gubser 1969:440).

Robert McKennan, who did field work among the Chandalar Kutchj-n at Arctic
V i l l age  (1965223 )  t o  t he  eas t ,  f ee l s  t ha t :

The term Dihai  Kutchin may be f reely  t ranslated as "Those
who dwel l  far thest  av/ayr t '  or  more accurate ly ,  t tThose who dwel1
fa r thes t  away  I -n  a  downr i ve r  d i rec t i on t t . . . .  The  emphas i s ,  how-
ever ,  should be on | t far thest  away" rather  than on t tdownr iver t t ,

for  the Dihai  Kutchin,  l ike the Chandalar ,  were d is t inct ly
mounta in people and not  r iver ine.

The only actual  references to protohistor i -c  occupat ion in  the Middle Fork
Valley also come from llcKennan ( 1965:23-25) and lead to the conclusion that
the Dihai Kutchin may have been the earliest knornm i-nhabitants:

Their  terr i tory inc luded the Middle and North Forks of  the
chandalar River and the headwaters of the Koyukuk River. Like
the Chandalar  Kutchin the Dihai  were in  contac. t  wi th the Eskimos,
who gradual ly  encroached upon the Dihai  Kutchin,  and forced the
surv iv ing Indians to take refuge in the Chandalar  Kutchin terr i -
tory,  where they in termarr ied wi th the la t ter  people.  The
Eskimo set t lements of  "L i t t l -e  squaw" on the North Fork of  the
River  are said to be in  the heart  of  terr i tory former ly  in-
habi ted by the Dihai  Kutchi -n.  Nat ive t radi t ion has i t  that
the Dihai Kutchin originally came from the Tanana River, whence
they made their way down the yukon River as far as Nulato and
thence up the Koyukuk Ri-ver ,  establ ish ing themselves on i ts
headwa te rs .

Along wi th the j -nf1ux of  whi te prospeetors to the Middle Fork counEry at
the turn of the century came several Kobuk Eskimo, Nunamiut Eskimo, and
Koyukon Athafbaskan fami-l ies. Although the Nunamiur traditionally made
trips to the headwaters of the Koyukuk they had no need. to travel as far
south as Wiseman unt i l  the presence of  a s tore and other  goldrush re lated
benef i ts  made i t  wor thwih i le  (Spearman,  personal  communicat ions,  Ig82) .  I t
appears that the few Kobuk and Koyukon families that moved into the area
did so for  s i rn i lar  reasons.
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IV.  HISTORY

Expl-orat ion

Lt .  Henry Al len and Pvt .  Fred Ficket t  are general ly  credi ted as the f i rs t
white men t.o have explored the Koyukuk river. They traveled overland from
Nuklukyetr  near  present  day Tanana,  on the Yukon across the headwaters of
the Melozitna and Tozitna Rivers to the Kanuti, then dor,rn it to the Koyukuk
(Fig.  1) .  From there they t raveled by canoe up the Koyukuk to the mouth of
the John River  in  1885 (Al len 1885:  455-460) .

In  1887,  John Bremner and Peder Johnson,  who had accompanied Al1en f rom the
Copper River  to Nuklukyet  in  1885,  prospected on the Koyukuk and d iscovered
g o l d  ( I 4 a r s h a l l  1 9 3 3 : 3 0 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  r o  M a r s h a l l  ( I b i d . ) :

Johnnie Folger  made h is  forsr  journey to the Koyukuk ( rn 1g9l )
and for  four  years wi th a ser ies of  d i f ferent  par tners mined
placers on the south Fork,  chapman creek,  and Tramway Bar.  The
f i rs t  gold in  paying quant i t ies was d iscovered at  the la t ter
p l a c e  i n  1 8 9 3 .

Hul ley (19702228) c la ims that  John Folger  made a prospecr ing r r ip  in to the
Koyukuk region in  1BBI and that  in  1893 N.V.  Hend.r icks went  up the Koyukuk
wi th a smal l  s teamer and mined considerable gold.

Accordlng to George Bet t les,  a t rader  who establ ished the t rading post  and
communi ty  of  Bet t les,  gold was f i rs t  d j -scovered at  Tramway Bar,  Evans Bar,
and  Hughes  Ba r  i n  1890  (Ca r l son  197322 ) .  Rega rd less  o f  exac t l y  who  f i r s r
d iscovered what  where,  Marshal l  (1933:30)  est imates that  bet \ , , /een lB87 and
1897 there were approximately  e ighteen to twenEy d i f ferent  prospectors in
the Upper Koyukuk.

In 1898,  the Koyukuk received an over f low of  roughly 1,000 indlv iduals f rom
the Klondike.  They rapid ly  establ ished a ser ies of  t ransient  conmuni t ies
along the r iver  when they found themselves caught .  in  the wi-nter  f reeze-up.
Af ter  break-up,  probably fewer Ehan 100 of  these remained (Marshal l
1933 :31 ) .  r n  1899 ,  Knu re  E l l i ng ton  made  a  s t r i ke  on  Myr t l e  c reek ,  a
t r ibutary of  Slate Creek.  Fur ther  d iscover ies of  gold on Emma and Gold
Creek resul ted in  a smal l  rush on the Slate Creek Min ing d is t r ic t ,  located
some 70 mi les upstream f rom the store at  Bet t les.  Coldfoot  sprang up ac
the rnouth of  Slate Creek as a resul t  o f  th is  act iv i ty .

Ear lv  Davs

The ear l iest  ment ion of  the name wiseman is  record.ed in  Orth
where the name is shown as assigned to the creek "on an 1g99
Gerd ine ,  usGS" .  Acco rd ing  te  Ba l co lm  ( r96s :2 )  and  Thompson  (
the name t twisemant t  

came f rom a t ransient  European prospecEor
Peter  Weisman or  Wiseman.

( L 9 7 2 : 1 0 5 5 )
f ieldsheet by
I 9 7 4 z L 2 ) ,
by the name of

Although prospect ing was undoubtedly occurr ing in
before  1899,  Marsha l l  (1933:4 I -42)  < lescr ibes  rhe
as  occur r ing  in  L907:

the Wiseman area by or
f i rs t  s igni f icant  act iv i ty
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Tn the autumn of 1907 three Swedes, John and Loui_s Olson
and John Anderson,  were g lven a st r ip  of  ground 300 feet
wide on Nolan Creek.  They were supposed to prospect  th is
ground and find if there was any gold deep dovrn below the
sur face.  I f  there was gold in  paying quant i t ies on th is
narrow smaple then i t  would be worth the or^rnerrs whi le  to
mine the adjacent  c la ims.  Actual ly  there was a lmost  un-
bel ievable for tune.  The three Swedes took out  $100,000 the
f i rs t  winter .  In  three years they recovered over  a quar ter
o f  a  m i l l i on  do l l a r s  f r om the i r  na r row  s t r i p .  No  p iece  o f
ground in the whole country ever yielded so richly. The news
of  for tune,  even wi th the s low communicat ion of  those days,
speedi ly  t raveled a1l  over  Alaska.  By the spr ing of  1908
there were over a hundred new men rushing into the Koyukuk,
and hal f  o f  them stayed.  The lonesome val ley of  Nolan Creek
throbbed wi th act j -v i ty .  F i f teen or  twenty d i f ferent  out f i ts
were s ink ing holes and a dozen boi lers chugged away,  day and
night .  Responding prompt ly  to the st imulus of  gold,  hal f  a
dozen prost i tu tes had arr ived before the end of  the suruner.
A new boom was on in earnest .

More gold was taken f rom Nolan Creek and i ts  t r ibutar ies
in four years than had been taken from the entire Koyukuk
in a l l  the years before that .  Then,  just  as the r iehes of
Nolan Creek commenced to wane,  Verne Watts  f ina l ly  located
the deep channel  of  l lammond River  in  the sprJ-ng of  1911.
Dur ing the next  f lve years over  a mi l l i -on dol lars come out
of  th is  val ley.  Food,  c loth ing,  machinery,  and whiskey
were unloaded for  both of  these d iggings at  the s i te  of
Wr igh t f s  o ld  roadhouse  aL  the  mou th  o f  W iseman  Creek . . . .

There is some confusion over the name of the community. The early name
"Wr igh t ' s "  undoub ted l y  re fe r red  to  t he  roadhouse  l oca ted  on  the  Wr igh t ' s
homes tead  a t  t he  mou th  o f  W iseman  Creek  (S ta te  o f  A laska  1902 -1915 ) .  The
cablns and d iggings located up Nolan Creek are now cal led "Nolan" a l though
the post  of f ice located in  the communi ty  at  the mouth of  Wiseman Creek was
l is ted as "Nolan" f rom 1909 through 1923 when the name was changed to
"wiseman".  The indiv iduals l is ted as postmasters were a l l  wiseman
res iden t ' s  (R i cks  L965 :46  and  7 l ) .  These  i nc luded  Wi t l i a rn  A .  Wood ,  Agnes  E .
Plummer,  ELizabeth s.  F lower,  c .E.  Danfor th,  George w.  Huey,  and Danie l
Webster .  Af ter  the name was changed to Wiseman in 1923 the of f i -ce was
served by George LI .  Huey,  Elmer J.  Ulen,  Harry B.  Leonard,  Ol iver  L.
Chappel '  and Fred Terre l .  The post  of f ice at  Wiseman was d i -scont inued in
1 9 5 6 .

I t  appears that  the name t 'Nolant '  came about  at  Wiseman s ince goods and mai l
were probably of f - loaded f rom pol ing boats or  winter  dogteam t raf f ic  a long
the r iver  at  Wr ightrs  roadhouse f rom whence they were dest ined for  the
diggings up Nolan Creek.
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Mining

The f i rs t  product ion records for  gold in  the wiseman area (F ig.  4)  are
l is ted f rom Hammond Creek in  1900 (Maddren 1910:292).  The amounr g iven is
$2,000.  Paul  Metz,  a min ing geologist ,  prov ided the in format i -on that  the
pr ice of  gold remained at  $20 an ounce unt11 1934 and a lso that  the USGS
reports  concerning gold product ion \^rere f requent ly  inaccurat .e due to a
re luctance on the par t  of  miners to reveal  thei r  t rue take as wel l  as the
fact  that  many of  them were i l l i terate and could not  prov ide correct
f  igures (1980,  personal  communicat ion) . .  . l^ l i th  th is  in  min{ ,  the t rue
f i -gures can be esLimated as being h igher  than g iven.

In  a  1913  USGS repo r t  Maddren  (1913 t70 -72 )  s ta tes  t ha t  t he  ave rage  va lue  o f
gold f rom the Koyukuk region var ied in  value f rom $18 to $19 an ounce.  He
goes on to say that hand shoveling, ground sluicing and hydraullc mining
were the most  common means used to obta in gold up to that  t ime.  Hand
shovelingo someti-mes combined with ground slui-cing, was used in shallow
unfrozen st reams and bench gravels less than s ix  feet  deep.  Below that  the
deposi ts  could not  be mined prof i tably  by hand so these shal low placer
deposi ts  were the most  commonly sought  because they provided the largest
y ie ld in  return for  the least  j -nvestment  of  t ime and capi ta l .  Due to the
excessive t ransportat ion costs,  s team boi lers and hoists  were l i rn i ted to
only the most  product ive deep deposi ts  such as those on Nolan creek,
vermont creek, and Hammond creek (Maddren r9l3l-72). At Hammond creek,
B rooks  (1913 :45 )  g i ves  a  dep th  o f  60  fee r  ro  120  fee r  f o r  r he  d igg ings .
B rooks  (1905 :30 )  l i s t s  f r e i gh t  a r  $90  a  ron  and  wages  a r  $B  to  g10  a  day
wh ich  concu rs  w i t h  Maddren ' s  l a te r  con rmen ts  (1913 :73 )  t ha t ,  p r i o r  t o  t he
beginning of  underground work,  men were paid a dol lar  an hour.

In 1907'  gold product ion decreased.  This was undoubtedly due to low water
which af fected the actual  min ing operat ions and made j - t  d i f f icu l t  for  the
steamboats to get  upr iver .  rn addi t ion,  d iscover j_es of  gold on the
chanda la r  moved  ac t i v i t y  i n to  t ha t  coun t r y  (B rooks  l 90B :45 ) .  The
fact that two deep mines on Hammond Creek had produced an abnormal high
y ie ld  t he  p rev ious  yea r  (B rooks  1915 :58 )  con t r i bu red  to  rhe  appa ren t  dec l i ne

Population estimates for the Koyukuk region were 823 in 1910 (tqaddren
I9 l3 :29 ) "  I n  1914 ,  B rooks  (1915 :58 )  s ta tes  t ha t  30  m ines  were  wo rked  w i rh
130 rnen being ernployed. A single 137 ounce nugget came out of Hammond
Creek that  year  and Nolan Creek dropped to the second largest  producing
area.  By 1918,  20 mines were i -n operat ion wi th l5O men work ing dur ing the
summer and three mines with 10 men rnrorking during the winter (Martin
1920:47) .  Al though the number of  min ing operat ions remained at  20 dur ing
the summer of  192I ,  the number of  employees dropped to 55 men wi th 5 winter
operat i -ons employing only 15 men (Brooks I92L:59) .  At  th is  t ime one of  the
few successfu l  hydraul ie  p lants was operat ing on Nolan creek.

Transportat ion

Af ter  lB99 the most  corunon means of  t ransportat ion for  the
tions up the Koyukuk was by sternr,,rheeler steamboat as far as

mining opera-
Bergman, and

D .
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l a te r  Be t t l es  (Maddren  1913 :31 ) .  Mur ie  o f f e r s  a  desc r i p t i on  o f  one  o f
t hese  vesse l s  (1978 :98 )  wh i ch  was  s t i l l  i n  use  i n  1924 :

The Teddy H. was one of the remnants of the stampede
days, when small sternwheel steamers \.{ere nailed together
fo r  eve ry  newt t s t r i ke t t .  The  sh ip  was  wh i te ,  and  nea t ,  and
was shaped l ike an oblong box.  She was ta l1 enough to be
div ided into two "stor iest t  -  the engine room, the wood
storage room, Ehe f re ight  room, and the crewts quar ters
below, wi th the open bow proEruding in  f ront ,  the r rsecond

story"  consist ing of  four  s taterooms fore and the gal ley
af t  wi th a fa i r ly  large open space behind that  running
al l  the way to the stern l  and on top of  a l l  th is ,  the
l i t t l e  p i l o t  house .

Passengers and f re ight  were of f - loaded at  Bet t les and t ransferred to horse
drawn scows or  pol ing boats for  the remainder of  the t r ip  to Wiseman.

The pol ing boat  \^ /as a long,  shal low draf t  crafc some-
t imes exceeding 30 feet  in  length.  I t  had a re lat ive ly
narro\^/ f lat bow curved gently upward. Constructi-on was
of whipsawed spruee planks usually made locally by the
bu i l de r .

These ear ly  p lank boats were moved upstream by pol ing
or  l in i -ng wi th dogs and/or  men.  Where the r iver  had long
f lat  gravel  bars,  huskies were of ten used to pul l  the boat
upstream" Three or  four  harnessed huskies,  t ra ined for
th is  work,  walked a long the water 's  edge pul l ing the boat .
A man sat  at  the stern of  the boat  s teer ing wi th a paddle.
At  the end of  each bar  the dogs were loaded into the boat
and ferr ied to the next  bar ,  usual ly  just  across the r iver .
When encounter ing st retches of  r iver  wi thout  open bars the
man pushed the boat  a long wi th long,  s lender spruce po1es.
Poles were a lso used to help guide the boat  in  shal low water
(Nelson,  Mautner ,  and Bane 1978:125-126).

For  the heavier  f re ight ing larger  boats were used whj-ch emploved two to
four  horses to l ine the scows upr iver .

In addi t ion to the r iver  t raf f ic ,  over land t ra i ls  ex is ted which were used
pr imar i ly  in  wir t ter ,  ferr  dogteam use.  F.C.  Schrader of  the USGS descr ibes
t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  r o u t e s  i n  1 8 9 9  ( 1 9 0 0 : 4 5 3 ) :

The Chandlar  (s ic)  and Koyukuk regions form no except ion
to  t he  ru le  o f  A laska  t rave l . . . .  The  te rm t t t r a i l "  as  used
in Alaska,  refers more par t icu lar ly  to  the passable condi t ion
of  the country than to any foot-beaten path or  wel l -worn l i -ne
of  t ravel .  This  is  especia l ly  r rue of  the chandalar  (s ic)  and
Koyukuk region.
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Prior  to  1906 the winter  over land route for  mai l  ran f rom Fort  Yukon to the
c h a n d a l a r  a n d  a c r o s s  t o  c o l d f o o t  ( F i g .  2 )  ( B o R  1 9 7 7 : 1 5 1 ) .  A f r e r  r h i s ,  r h e
major route was the winter traj-l which ran dornm the Koyukuk River from
wiseman to Bergman, then across the Kanuti River Valley to Ehe upper
Melozi tna River  val ley and across the low div ide on the upper Tozi tna
River, down to Tanana and thence to Fairbanks on the Tanana-Fairbanks Trail
(Maddren  1913 :31 ) .  The  Fo r t  G ibbon  -  Koyukuk  T ra i l  r an  273  m i l es  f r om
Tanana  to  W iseman  (BOR 1977 :144 ) .

In 1910r the Alaska Road Commission I 'constructedt t  a  t ra i l  f rom Beaver,  on
the Yukon,  nor thwest  80 mi les Lo the d iv ide between the Hadweenzic River
and over  the Chandalar  d iv ide to Caro.  At  th is  point  the t ra i l  forked wi th
one sect ion crossing the South Fork of  the Koyukuk and down Slate Creek to
Co ld foo t  (Maddren  1913 :131 ) .  The  t ra i l  was  supposed l y  passab le  by  doggeam
in winter  and pack horse j -n summer but  the la t ter  use was inf requent  due to
the t ra i l rs  condj-L ion.  In  1923 the ARC upgraded rh is  t ra i l  to  make i t
usab le  by  dogs  i n  w in te r  and  foo t  i n  summer  (BOR 1977 : l 5 I ) .

The resul t  o f  th is  nebulous t , ransportat ion system was the h igh cost  of
f r e i gh t  sen t  t o  t he  m ines .  B rooks  g i ves  t he  fo l l ow ing  cos ts  (1915 :59 ) .
F re igh t  was  $90  a  t on  f rom Koyukuk  to  Be t t l es  (by  r i ve rboa t ) ,  g14O a  ton
from Bet t les to Wiseman (by pol ing boat  or  scow),  $100 a ton f rom Wiseman
to the Hammond (by pol ing boat)  and $40 a ton by dogteam in rhe winter .  I t
cost  an average of  $300 to geE a load of  f re ight  to  the mines.  Hay and
oa ts  f o r  ho rses  ran  $150  a  t on ,  wood  cos t  $ !2  xo  $16  a  co rd ,  and  coa l  was
$350 a ton.  No wonder the worthwhi le  gold deposi ts  had to be r ich and
eas i l y  ob ta inab le !

The People

By i911,  wiseman had two stores,  as the NorLhern commercia l  company,
Plummerrs General  Merchandise,  and other  former Coldfoot  ventures moved
nearer  to the r icher  creeks.  Dur ing the per iod of  1910-1920,  many bui ld-
ings f rom Coldfoot  were moved to Wiseman,  inc luding some of  Ehe cabins and
the schoolhouse.  The lat ter  was d ismant led,  the logs were numbered,  and
the bui ld ing was reconstructed at  Wiseman.  Mrs.  Jonasf  cabin was a lso
moved to Wiseman at  th is  t ime (Thompson 1974;12) .

One interest lng inc ident  re lated to Wiseman emerges f rom th is  t ime per iod.
osca r  N i c tune  (Mad ison  and  Ya rbe r  1980 ;34 -35 ) ,  as  a  young  boy ,  ran  e r rands
fo r  t he  p ros t i t u tes  a t  Be t t l es  and  men t i ons  the  fo l l ow ing :

One woman they cal led Dutch Louise.  She got  scared.
She was going to s tay the wint .er ,  but  she break the men,
lnts  of  them, before winter  come. She got  a l l  the i r  money.
Then she got  scared so she got  to  go back Outs i_de.  Man by
the name of  Capta in Hayes,  Capta in of  s teamboat ,  happen to
have dogteam. She h i re that  one for  thousand dol lars.
Thatr  s  pret ty  near ly  dol lar  or  two dol lar  a mi le f rom
Co ld foo t  t o  Beave r "  Tha t r s  whe re  she  wan t  t o  ge t ,  see .
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The Marshal l  f ind out  and he go out  and he go catch rem

up.  The Capta in say he wasn' t  going to charge that  much i t
was just  gossip.  But  Lhat  \ , {oman say she was going to pay
how much he ask just  to  get  away f rom Wiseman.  Louise her
name but she must have been Dutc.hman. They call her Dutch
Louise.  Them man that  knor^r  her  say she was n ice looking.

s tuck  (1917 :316 )  re la tes  ano the r  i nc id .en t  conce rn ing  a  p ros t i t u te :

I t  was in  one of  these lonely reaches of  the lower
Koyukuk in the fa1l  of  I9L2 that  the "Blueberry Kid"  is
thought  to have murdered "Fiddler  John" ( the d iscoverer  of
gold on the Hammond River)  and "Dutch Mar ier ,  a  notor ious
woman f rom Nolan,  both going outs ide wi th "home stakes '  f rom
thei r  respect ive occupat ions,  and Frank Adams, whose death
was necessary to the robbery and murder  of  the others.  The
last  s teamboat  was gone f rom Bet t les,  and the Blueberry Kid took
them as passengers for  Nulato on h is  launch,  the miner  and
the prost i tu te both dnrnk when they embarked.  He a lone
reached Nulato,  took a steamboat  to St .  Michael  and sof ' ou t s i de r "  and  i n  Sea tE le  i t  i s  sa id  cased  thousands  o f
dol larsr  worth of  gold dust  at  the mint ,  and again in  San
Francisco.  The launch was found two years la ter ,  swamped
in a backwater  but  s t i l l  t ied to a t ree -  The Blueberry Kid
having arr ived at  Nulato in  a col lapsib le canvas boat  he
carr ied on the launch" Two years la ter  somebody found a
l i t t le  heap of  ca lc ined bones at  an o ld camp s i te near  the
submerged launch,  but  I  do not  th ink that  nay ef for t  was
made to determi-ne if they were human remains or not. and the
B luebe r r y  K id  i s  s r i l l  a t  l a rge .

And,  f ina l ly ,  a  th i rd reference f rom the Koyukuk Dist r ic t  Recorders Book
(s ta te  o f  A laska  1902 -1915 :  No .  81015 )  adds  even  more  to  t he  mys re ry :

Th i s  i s  t o  ce r t i f y  t ha t  on  o r  abou t  Sep tember  15 ,  ! 9L2 ,
r paid to Thomas Johnson, commonly known as "Blueberry Tommyr"
the sum of  $940 in gold dust ,  for  serv ices rendered on the scow.

(Signed) Jas. C. Srephenson

subscribed and sworn to before me this lst  day of June, Lgl4

Frank E. Howard
Commissioner  and Ex-Off ic io

Notarv Publ ic

Many quest ions ar ise.  The three inc idents seem re lated,  at  least  in  t ime
and in the s imi lar i ty  of  the d is t inct ive names.  Were "Blueberry Tommy" and
the rrBluebercy K1d, the canne pef,ssR? The eane ean bc esked for €he
prost i tu tes named t tDutch Louiset t  and t tDutch Mar i -e. r  why was the paymenr
made  to t tB luebe r r y  Tommyt t reco rded  and  why  wasn t t  i t  r eco rded  un t i l  two
years af ter  the fact? Did "Blueberry Tommy" cash h is  or^m gold dust  Outs lde
(a lmost  a thousand dol lars worth)  or  was there more? was he real ly  a
murde re r  and ,  i f  so  why?  r f  t tDu tch  Mar ie t 'was  the  same pe rson  as r tDu tch
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Louisett had she t 'earnedtt money from Tornmy the same as she apparently had
done f rom others on the Koyukuk? Al though these quest ions can probably
never be answered they cer ta in ly  add an in terest ing note to events f rom the
Middle Fork gold rush days.

Although the prostitutes were probably not all that numerous in the country
they  de f i n i t e l y  had  an  impac t .  Marsha l l  ( 1933 :43 )  adds  to  t he  p i c ru re :

Some of  the veterans of  those days est i_mate that  at  least
half of the money taken out of the ground went for booze and
p ros t i t u tes . . . .  John  Bowman  once  squande red  be tween  $10 r000
two weeks around Wiseman,  most  of  i t  on a s ingle prost i tu te.
Hal f  a  dozen men must  have lav ished at  least  $25,000 on the
p r o s t i t u t e s . . . .  O n e  f e l l o w  " g a v e  a  h o o k e r  $ 2 r 5 0 0  t o  g e t  a n
educat ion,  and she knew too much for  h im al ready."

Ar thur  Hi l l ,  whose parents owned the roadhouse at  Wiseman f rom I9L2 to 1926
( S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  n . d . )  s a i d  t h a t " . . . . t h e r e  w e r e  f o u r  t r e s p e c t a b l e t  w o m a n  a n d
abou t  e igh t  o the rs  p r i o r  t o  1927  . . . .  Bu t  i n  t imes  o f  need ,  a l l  soc ia l
barriers were dropped and \.{e uti l ized whatever was available to help anvone
w h o  n e e d e d  h e l p ,  . . . " ( Z w i n g l e b e r g  1 9 7 3 : 1 1 ) .

Several  of  the prost i tu tes eventual ly  gave up thei r  t rade.  According to
Marsha l l  ( L933244 )  r rThe  l as t  p ros t i t u te  l e f t  i n  1919 ,  and  none  has  eve r
returned for  more than a fero weeks. t t

i . r rhen Margaret  Mur ie v is i ted wi-seman in 1924,  Judge Huey (Boyle)  to ld her
" . " " there are seven whi te women here,  but  they are near ly  a l l  up at  Nolan
Creek  now,  a t  t he  m ines "  (1979 :170 )  .

Marshal l 's  (1933) descr ipt ion of  inc idents and indiv iduals f rom Wiseman
provides one of  the best  p ietures of  the communi ty  but  Mur ie adds several
v i -ews f rom her  t r ip  to Wi-seman Ln 1924.  Arnong those is  a descr ipt ion of
Sam Dubin (T979:99) ;  who owned the Trading Company at  Wiseman:

When we returned from our trapline in the afternoon we met the
Teddy H.rs owner,  Sam Dubin,  the pr inc ipal  t rader  of  the Koyukuk
River  country and one of  the nor th landsr  famous characters.  As he
came up the gangway to the store,  I  thought  of  a b lack bear.  His
short  s tout  body was c lad in  a huge tur t leneck swealer  of  b lack
wool  and b lack breeches of  some blanket l ike mater ia l  laced below
the knee; he had thick l ips and heavy jowls, and he was smoking a
big black pipe. But he \^7as very kind. He told j-n a rumbling heavy
voice wi th a Russian k ind of  accent  of  the hard t r ip  they had had
and of  the many delays,  and t rouble wi th the motorboats they used.
as  t he  head  o f  t he  r i ve r .  He  ha ted ' rgez  boa ts r "  bu t  t hey  go t  somettgeezet t  

and would we come aboard for  d inner? Lr Ie cer ta in lv  would.

Whites were not the only resj-dents at In/iseman. I ' Iarshall gives the
f o l l o w i n g  s t a t i s r i c s  f o r  1 9 2 9  -  1 9 3 0  ( 1 9 3 3 : 7 3 ) .

Eskimo
Indlan
Eski-mo-Indian

J 4

6
1

Eskimo-Japanese 2
Eeklmo-whire 4
Eskimo-Japanese-White 3
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He also re lates the fo l lowing i -nc ident  about  Mrs.  Oscar Jonas (F lorence
N ic tune ) ,  t he  s i - s te r  o f  Osca r  N i c tune ,  f r om A la tna ,  and  K i t t y  s l ve r l y ,  w i f e
of  Wi l l iam Siver ly  who owned property  in  Wiseman and Coldfoot  (Marshal l
1 9 3 3 : 8 5 )  :

She is the most powerful woman I have ever knor,rn. When the store
burned down four  years ago,  and a l l  the people around carr ied out
everyth ing Lhey could in  the few minutes before they were dr iven
out ,  Kalhabuk emerged several  t imes wi th a hundred pound sack of
flour on her shoulder and a fifty pound sack under one arm. r arn
sure she could beat  three out  of  four  men in wiseman in a f ight .
But  the test  could never  come of f ,  because she i -s  the most  p lac id
of  morta ls ,  and takes everyth ing as i t  comes a long in the greatest
g o o d  h u r n o r r . . . .

Mrs.  Jonas had arr ived there f rom Anaktuvuk in  1924 so her  chi ldren could
a t tend  schoo l ,  and  was  s t i l l  l i v i ng  i n  W iseman  i n  I 974  (Thompson  1979 :22 ) .

Murie also describes individuals such as Frank Smith, rrho had ormed t.he
saloon and dance hal l  in  wiseman dur ing i ts  ear ly  days;  Frankrs nat . ive
wi fe,  Mary;  David robuk;  Ludie Hope;  Jack Hood and one of  h is  horses;
Mart in  Sl isco:  Jack HoLzer:  Hans Cr ls t ianson:  and numerous other  ind iv id-
u a l s .

Af ter  the Goldrush

Marsha l l  ( 1933 :43 )  re la tes  t ha t  1916  was  the  beg inn ing  o f  W isemanrs  de -
cline. In that year the richest claims on Nolan Creek and the Hammond. were
almost  exhausted,  men were at t racted Outs ide by the h igh wages of fered by
the  war ,  and  P roh ib i t i on  wen t  i n to  e f f ec t .  He  l i s t s  t he  coun t r y f s
"pe rmanen t  wh i - t e  popu la t i on "  a t  350  i n  rgo2 ,200  i n  rg l l ,  and ,  j r  i n  1931 .
( 1 9 3 3 ; 3 8 )  .

The fo l lowing quote by Alber t  Ness,  a long- t ime Wiseman res ident ,  sums up
the indiv iduals who remained in the country a l though i t  perhaps fa1ls  shor t
in  descr ib ing the st rengrh of  thei r  character  (Marshal l  1933247) z

Always,  af ter  any stampede,  i t r  s  not  the successes who
build up the country. They go home with the stakes they
made .  I t r s  t he  f a i l u res  who  s tay  on ,  decade  a f t e r  decade ,
and  es tab l i sh  homes .

Wiseman acquired i ts  f i rs t  te lephone in l9 l2;  th is  only  ran between Nolan,
Wiseman,  and the Hammond River  and of fered l i t t le  in  the way of  increased
"c i v i l i za t i on "  ( l { a r sha l l  1933 :131 )  .  The  yea r  1925  was  a  s i gn i f i can r  one
for  the communi ty .  In  l " lay of  that  year ,  Noel  Wien f lew the f i rs t  p lane in.
T ishu u len,  who wi tnessed the evenL,  descr ibed i t  thus (Marshal l
1 9 3 3 : 1 3 2 - 1 3 3 ) :

They had wired the plane was coming in here, and we were al1
s i t t i n g  o u t  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  o 1 d  s t o r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  1 t . . . .
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suddenly Mart in s1i"sco, ( the roadhouse propri-etor) jumped l ike
he was c razy ,  and he  shouted  ' r  see  i t l  r  see  i t l  A f te r  awh i le
\^re saw something way down the r iver,  looked l ike a mosquite hawk..

Everybody was running, old men, old women, l i t t1e chi ldren.
Seemed l ike they were al l  crazy. .  .

Jimmy Tobuk and I were
everybody e lse was r ight
o f  t he  o ld  na t i ves ,  t hey
t.o know what to make of

the f i rs t  to  reach the p1ane,  but
beh ind ,  neve r  nobody  s topped . . .  Some
just  shook thei r  head.  d idnf  t  seem

i r .

The wire less stat ion,  whieh the government  insta l led ear l ier  the same year,
was the real  connect lng l ink to c iv i l izat ion,  par t icu lar ly  for  get t ing
medical  advice,  as wel l  as being essent ia l  to  making the a i rp lane pract i -ca1
(Marsha l l  1933 :135 ) .  Joe  Crosson  es tab l i shed  a  rou te  f r om Fa i rbanks  ro
Barrow in 1927 \ t i th  Wiseman as the stop-over  but  t raf f ic  was i r regular
( T h o m p s o n  I 9 7 4 : L 7 ) .

Due to the facts that  gold remained at  $20,67 a pure ounce,  that  no outs id.e
capi ta l  was invested in  the region at  the Ei -me,  and that  the fur  cyc le was
at  a b io logical  low,  the Great  Depression had l i t t le  addi t ional  impact  on
Wiseman  (Marsha l l  1933 :113 ) .  I n  1937 ,  a  ro ra l  o f  150  a i rp lanes  had  s ropped
in Wiseman throughout  the year  (Thompson L974:77) .  This  necessi tated the
bui ld ing of  a newer and safer  a i rs t r ip  in  1941 through the ef for ts  of  the
wiseman res idents,  the Department  of  Aviat . ion and the Alaska Road
Commission.

The fo l lowing account  of  Wiseman dur ing the 1940fs 1s taken f rom Thompson
( I974 :2 I ) .  The  U .S . ' s  en t r y  i n to  Wor ld  War  r I  i n  1941  b rough t  W ise rnan  i n to
an economic depression.  Many young men lef t  for  the war.  The resul t i_ng
lack of  min ing act iv i ty  co l lapsed the economic base and sent  others to
Fairbanks j -n search of  jobs.  Construct j -on jobs on the Alcan drew others.
By 1944 both the store and the school  c losed.  There were 21 people l iv ing
in Ehe Wiseman area in 1952 and two decades later the population was dovrn
to  n ine .
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V . CULTUML RESOURCES

His tor ic  S t ruc tures

Since there are no knor^m prehistor lc  archaeological  s i tes in  the i -mmediate
Wiseman arear  we must  next  consider  the h is tor i -ca1 values.  At  Wiseman,  as
a t  any  h i s to r i ca l  s i t e ,  t he  ques t i on  a r i ses  as  t o  whe re  the  ac tua l  h i s to ry
l i es .  r s  i t  t he  peop le ,  t he  p lace ,  t he  t ime ,  o r  t he  ac t i v i t i es  wh i ch
occurred in  the past? At  Wiseman,  the h is tory undoubtedly rests wi th a l l
o f  the above.  The three factors r , rh ich made Wj-seman s igni - f icant  as a h is-
t o r i ca l  d i s t r i - c t  a re  (1 )  t he  no r the rnmos t  go ld  rush  i n  t he  Un i ted  S ta tes
occu r red  the re  i n  1915 ,  (2 )  Robe r t  Marsha l l  w ro te  a  book  abou t  t he  com-
muni ty  in  1933 which remains a c lass ic  today,  and (3)  I t  is  one of  the few
communi t ies where st ructures are st i l1  s tanding that  at test  to  and i11us-
t rate the ear ly  days of  Alaskan h i_story.

In a l l  cases,  the locat ion of  the h is tor ic  communi ty  makes i t .  important ,
and th is  e lement  s t i l l  remains s igni f icant  today.  The act iv i t ies which
made the communi ty  s igni f icant  are a b i t  more d i f f icu l t  to  analyze.
Wiseman is  no longer the s i te  of  a gold rush and,  a l though act ive min ing in
the area st i l l  goes on,  f luctuat ing wi th the r ise and fa1l  of  gold pr i -ces,
i t  wi l l  probably never  see the 1evel  of  act iv i ty  wi th re lated economic
support  systems that  i t  saw in 1915.  Two other  act iv i t ies have broughc
more people in to the area,  though.  The f i rs t  was the construct ion of  the
Trans-Alaskan p ipel ine system and preparat ion for  construct ion of  the
Alaskan Northwest  Natura l  Gas Transportat ion System. The second r , , ras
opening the Dal ton Highway to the publ ic  and designat ion of  Gates of  the
Arct ic  as a Nat ional  Park.  This la t ter  has resul ted in  a smal l  but
increasj -ng f low of  v i_s i tors in to the area.

Robert  Marshal l  spent  t ime in Wiseman dur ing 1930-31,  af ter  the communi tyrs
peak'  and ident i f ies the pr imary economic act , iv i t i ,es of  the communi ty  as
being min ing,  hunt ing and f ish ing,  and f re ight ing.  I^ l i th  the except ion of
the few people who are employed by the State Department  of  Transportat ion
o r  No r thwes t '  mos t  o f  t he  p resen t  day  W iseman  res iden ts  m ine ,  hun t ,  t r ap ,
f  i -sh,  garden,  and cut  wood.

As  fo r  t he  t ime  e lemen t  o f  s i gn i f i cance ,  i t  i s  imposs ib le  t o  s tep
back in to the past  but  one somet imes gets that  feel ing in  Wiseman,  aE reasE
more so than in most  remoLe communi t ies in  the Uni ted States.  Al rp lanes,
t rucks,  three-wheelers,  generators,  and radios are ev id.ence of  the Dresent
1 - . , , +  + L ^  ^ - L i . ^ ^  ^ L ! - i  - -  t  cDLrL rne caDans,  r^ /ater  obta ined f rom the communi ty  spr ing,  the ta lk  of
weather  and gardens,  and the endless preparat ion for  winter  are as much a
pa r t  o f  t he  pas t  as  t he  p resen t .  The  i so la t i on ,  c l ima te ,  popu la t i on ,  and
l i festy le are more s igni f icant  in  mainta in ing Wisematr ts  t t i " t ] r1cal
in tegr i ty  than the inroads of  modern Lechnology.

However, things have changed and the people who inhabit Lilseman today are
not  those who l ived there s ix ty-seven or  even f i f ty- two years ago.
Al though some of  the o ld t imers are st i l1  a l ive,  they no longer l ive on the
Koyukuk.  The only tangib le ev idence of  the past .  is  the bui ld ings.
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There are a tota l  o f  38 standing st ructures in  Wiseman today and several
smal l  outbui ld ings.  F ig.  5 prov ides a sunmary of  these features.  Photo-
graphs and descr ipt ions of  them are provi .ded in Appendix A.
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StrucEure Year
No.  Const ruc ted  H is to r ica l  Descr ip t ion

1r

z t J

4

5-B

1 9 5 1  C a b i n  b u i l t  b y  A .  N e s s ,  w h e n  i n  h i s  8 0 ' s .

1 9 5 1  C a b i n  b u i l t  b v  V .  K n o r r .

1923 Cabin bui l t  by Ike Spinks or  Hughie Boy1e.

1930 ' s  Ha r r y  Leona rd  homes l te .

L934  Cab in  bu i l t  by  Pe re  Has lem.

1940  Cab in  bu i l r  by  Pe re  Has lem.

1910  N .C .  C .  gashouse ,  W iseman  T rad ing  Co .

l 94O Cab in  bu i l t  by  Gus  La rson .

9 pr ior  to  1944 Henry and Lousia Pingle res idence.

10  1908  o r  1919  Was  poss i -b l y  t he  Smi th /Ne l son  Sa loon ,  J im  Ke l1y
s to re ,  Ca r l  F rank  s to re .

11  p r i o r  t o  1940  Poss ib l y  t he  J .H .  F lowers  home.

T2

1 3

L4  p r i o r  t o  1912  F lowers  Roadhouse r  W iseman  Roadhouse .  S l i sco
Roadhouse .

15  p r i o r  t o  1913  S i ve r l y  &  Bowker  Sa loon ,  p ionee r  rg loo  /18 .

16  p r i o r  t o  1925  S igna l  Co rps  bu i l d i ng .

17  19 f0  Two-s to ry  bu i l d i ng  was  N .C .  Co .  s to re  W iseman
Trad ing  Co .  s to re .

1 8 1 9 1 0  N . C .  C o .  m e s s  h o u s e .

L9 ,20  p r i o r  t o  l 92B  Mary  W i l l i ams t  res idence .

2 I -24  p r i o r  t o  1940  Poss ib l y  home o f  Ase  Wi l cox .

25

2 6

27  p r i o r  t o  1926  Jack  Ho lze r  cab in ,  used  as  schoo l t eache rs l
res idence .

28 ,29  p r i o r  t o  1915  Schoo lhouse  moved  f ro rn  Co ld foo t  i n  1915 .

1929 Frank Mi l1er  Nat ive a l lo tmenr.

3 1  p r i o r  t o  1 9 3 2  N . C .  C o .  c a t e r p i l l a r  s t o r a g e  h o u s e .

32  p r i o r  t o  1930  Jess  A l l en  cab in .

? n
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St ruc tu re  Yea r
No.  Constructed Histor ica l  Descr ipt ion

J J L924 Florence Jonas Nat ive a l lo tment .

3 4  p r i o r  t o  1 9 3 0  M a r s h a l  V . O .  G r e e n e f s  r e s i d e n c e ,
V .  N e c k r s  r e s i d e n c e .

35  p r i o r  t o  1930  S tan i ch  b ro the r f s  res idence .
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