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Senator Majority Leader MiKE MANSFIELD

ined the bipartisan opposition as ex-
1 g “a general feeling of disenchant-
m and frustrations. A number of the
opposition Democrats also are against Presi-
gent Johnson's Vietnam policies. DIRKSEN
said the cut was needed to reduce overall
Administration spending which invites it
fiation, The Republicans pointed out the
President’s own recent advice to Congress to
cut down on appropriations.

Another Dirksen amendment adopted by
the Senale would prohibit AID loans unless
they are approved by the World Bank., A
further restriction, also Republican spon-
sored, calls for raising interest or service
charges on stich loans.

Altogether, President Johmnson suflfered a
politically remarkable setback and rebuke,
The final form of the foreign aid program,
however, will not be determined until the
Senate finlshes consideration of more amend-
nients and the bill goes to a House-Senate
conterence.

ALASKA SIBERIA

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. President, in
1956 the Congress enacted the Alaska
Mental Health Aect transferring the re-
sponsibility for the care and treatment of
Alaska's mentally ill from the Interior
Department to the Territory of Alaska.
This law brought to an end what had
long been described as an “archaic and
inhumane” system for the care of
Alaska’s mentally ill.

The law provided authorization for an
appropriation of $6 million over a 10-
yvear period on a diminishing scale as
erants to the Territory to assist in meet-
ing costs until the end of the period when
Alaska would have the entire financial
responsibility.

The law also authorized a $6% million
appropriation for construction of hospi-
tal facilities.

A third major provision granted to the
Territory the right to select 1 million
acres of land with the revenues from such
land to be applied first to the mental
health program.

This modern program for Alaska’s
mentally ill was born in strife and engen-
dered in the then 48 States one of the
most vicious “hate” campaigns ever en-
countered by Members of Congress.

After passage in the House, the Senate
was literally deluged with mounting pro-
tests that Congress was setting up a mil-
Hon-acre “Alaska Siberia.”

The charges grew more reckless and
unreasoning until Congress was accused
of trying to establish in Alaska a barbed-
wire enclosure of 1 million acres for
political enemies.

Reason prevailed over the thousands of
ietters from all over the country, and the
measure became law.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

During the 10 years which have passed
nce the law was enacted, the coid
chiarges “Alaska Siberia” have
cropped up from time to time throughout
the country. Now the canard is repeated
in the July issue of Common Sense.

I have written to the editor and ask
unanimous consent that my letter be
made part of the Recorp at this point.

There being no objection, the letter
was ordered to be printed in the RECORD,
as follows:
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Epiror, COMMON SENSE,
Union, N.J.

Drar S1r: I am surprised and shocked that
Common Sense is still harping on the
charge that a million acres of Alaska land
is being held ready for internment ol
political “offenders”. The word in quota-
tion marks is yours.

You base this broadside on an article
which appeared in the New York Times
December 27, 1955 which stated that the
United States “could intern 5000 spies and
saboteurs almost immediately in the event
of war, an invasion or an insurrection.” No
mention was made in that article about
Alaska.

However, the following are words that
Common Sense used in a caption Wwhich
appeared below a partial reprint of the
New York Times article:

“Just for whom are ‘they’ reserving these
detention (concentration) camps?-—Also the
million acres set aside in Alaska ‘for the
construction of a mental hospital and other
facilities . . . to provide an integrated health
program. Is perhaps the real purpose 1o
establish concentration camps for Political
Opponents, under the guise of care and
treatment of mental cases.”

This preposterous allegation was first
made by a California newspaper when the
Alaska Mental Health Act came before the
Congress for consideration. It was repeated
throughout the land by all too many people.
A half hour devoted to research would be
sufficient to demonstrate the absurdity of
trying to couple the million acre land grant
to a “plot” aimed at what you term political
“offenders”.

The Alaska Mental Health Act was passed
before Alaska became a state. The million
acre grant was made to help the Territory of
Alaska finance a mental health program
from the proceeds of the disposition of that
land. Among other things, as a result of
this act, Alaska now has a modern psychia-
tric institute and it is no longer necessary to
send all Alaskans il of mental diseases
thousands of miles from their homes for
treatment.

Common sense implies that the million
acre tract is in one unit. It is not. It was
never intended to be. The territorial gov-
ernment and subsequently the state govern-
ment was entitled to choose land in large or
small tracts. This it has done.

As of June 30, 1966 the state had applied
for 976,720 acres out of the million acre
grant. Tentative approval has been glven to
308,262 acres and patent has been granted
for 544,453 acres. I am advised by Mr. Phil
R. Holdsworth, Commissioner of Natural
Resources for the State of Alaska, that “the
selections are located all over the state; l.e.,
within those areas eliminated from the na-
tional forest In southeastern Alaska as well
as throughout the rest of the state. The size
of tracts selected has varied from a few acres
to several tens of thousands. There have
been no restrictive acreage limifations on
these selections.

“We have used our mental health selection
authority as a means of not only providing
maximum revenues to the state, but also
protecting cersain lands for continued use
by the state and not subject to borough se-
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E. L. BARTLETT.

Mr. BARTLETT. Mr. President, about
6 vears ago the Alaska Psychiatrie Insti-
tute was dedicated, and on September 26,
1962, 1 told the Senate of that event and
reviewed the background of the Alaska
Mental Health Act. Because it tells in
detail the history of passage of that
mensure and because I hope it will lay
st at long last the fabrications and
rzes surrounding the bill, T ask unan-
fmous consent that my address to the
Senate be made part of the RECORD.

There being no objection, the address
was ordered to be printed in the Recorn,
as follows:

New HospiraL OPENS IN ALASKA

fr. BartuErr. Mr. President, Sunday, Sep-
r 9. was a beautiful day in Anchorage,
The sky was clear. The sun was
The mountains stood out in bold re-
Nature was in an autumnal mood.

ttef.

On the afternoon of that day the Alas-
ko Psy atric Institute was dedicated. This

is tie newest, most modern hospital in the
worid tor the care of the mentally ill, It
will begin to receive patients next month.
Designed to care for 225 people at the out-
set, the institute is so planned that it may
be expanded.

L weled almost 8,000 miles in order to be
at the dedication ceremony. I flew from
Washington, D.C., to Anchorage and back
over the weekend only so that I might be
presenit for the dedicatory exercises. For
everyone present it was a thrilling occasion.
For some few of us it was even more mean-
ingful.  F¥or three of us there on that day
this was the culmination of an effort which
hegan over a decade ago. For a fourth, this
represented attainment of a goal which,
for a time, seemed impossibly distant.

Winfred Overholser, M.ID., the great psy-
chiatrist who has been superintendent of St.
Elizabeths Hospital here in Washington, D.C.,
for a quarter of a century, was present. Jack
Haldeman, M.D., Assistant Surgeon General
of the United States was there. I had the
good fortune to be present. And Marjorie
Shearen, Ph, D, who made such a signifi-
cant contribution to the passage of the act
which made possible the building of the in-
stitute, honored us by her presence. It was
Dr. Overholser who, in 1948, headed a com-
mittee which subsequently reported the
need for Alaska mental health legislation.
s was a forerunner of the draft bill which
becume law.

In those days Dr., Haldeman headed up
Public Health Service work in Alaska. Then
and later he worked hard for passage of ade-~
» mental health legislation.

‘The Alaska Psychiatric Institute was con-
structed Lecause the Congress of the United
States and the executive branch of the Gov-
ermment saw an imperative need for it and
snded o that need generously and help-

The then Territory of Alaska was and had
been throughout its existence strangely sit-
unted in respect to the treatment of the
mentally ill. For reasons not entirely clear,




