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ne::i i : l  i ,e;i i l i  : i .nds nle subjeci i 'o c{lmpeii-
i i1-e i i*sirs ior aii ancl gas. i1nd we ilt l i ized

c , , i .  S r  r L / : . i , f  i !  e i l i . i i . : r l i ] e t l l  l n  i h b C S  $ ! t i t r

: , i .1: , : , ; r l : i  ! ! r i .halr t | i r , ' I i  ldr id l } ' i i i r : i l  a i jpear

i i r i r ; i : , : ,  ic i  ( j i1 : : r lc l  gi6 de1'eiopntei l t  suai-

{ i  { : i i i  :  i r ' i : , rnr} ; ,n . i r l  i i  art) ie f  or st ; i te sei{ ,c ' , ion. ' '
' i ' i l : : ' r -  

s l i i i rn. l l l t .  b:r  1{r .  } IoidsEal i f r  ougi l i
' r -  r i .5:11-.1 : tnlr  t icLior i  t i l i l i  tbe r l l i i l ion acie:-{

i , ' l  i : ' r ia i  i r  i )er i ig i rei(1 in a singie !n!1r al ld
- ' i r i l  j r a  l i : c t i  i l r i ' d . 3 t  s  i 1  c o n c e l l T r a L l o n

ira.rnir !  lJr : t  I  { ionbl i r , -  I  predici ,  ' that bbis

basi ' less :ncoMFreh€osible al iegft t i i lD v" i11

.{) :r ; r l i i i r  i .a '  J)a r ;rr i . je vear after -vet l r ,  j r is l  as

t  r i l i r l i : i i i r  i * ! i s e  h i r - S  1 ! ! r V  f i l i i d i ;  i i

i r l t l r le i  el !  yol i rs '  
E. L.  iJAri l .LErr.

ir4r. EAI],lLET'r. }{1. Plesident, ai:out
(i i.eais itg-o !h€ Alasi<a Psychiatlic Insti-
l,u'ue l-;:r.s cle,ciical,ed, and on September 26,
1962, 1 liil<i lhe Seuate of tlral event and
re.,'ierred th€r backgror,rnd of the Alaska
lilr]nlri l{eaith Act. Because it tells in
tiei,ai! iht: hi-stoly of passage of thab
rngrsule and because I hope it rvill lay
i,o : esl al lotrg last the fabricalions and
clrarr:cs sulrounding bhe bill, I ask unan-
irnrius conserrb that my address to the
Seri:r*,t: be made part of the Rsconn.

Tiiero lreing no objection, the address
'lvl.s iudered to be printed in the RecoRo,
as iu i los 's:

Nrw l{osPrral OPENS rN ALASrta

I,!f. l lAR'ir,Err. Mr. Preside[t, Sund.iy, Sep-
t,|rL;irrrr L ails I bearttift l l  day in Anchorage,
Ai rlstia. '- l ' I le sky w&s clear. ' Itre sun ws
&'r,.! 'Dr. The rrlourlLirit ls stood out in bold re-
i ie i .  N i l lu le  was in  an  au tumnal  mood.

(-)l i l)e alternoon of that day the AIas-
kt l 'sy.:i i ialric Institute wffi dedicated- This
i i i ' u i i { ' r rewest ,  rnos t  modern  hosp i i ,a l  in  the
w.ori(l 1('r t ire care of t i ie mentaUy iU. It
wi 11 i)e;{i n to receive patients next monttr '
D.r,: i i !{ i}ed t,o ciuc ior 225 people at the out-
sei,, Lile inslitute is so Planned that it may
i )c  e : { l ) l i n { ied .

I I r irvcled almost 9,000 rniles in order to be
a I t l le di]di(atior cerenony- I t lew from
\l ':{ i ir i1}i jtorr, D-C., to Anchorage and back
over ' l l r r :  wcekend on ly  so  tha t  I  m igh t  be

!)ros{-riL t()r tt}e dedicalory exercisea. For
evciiorr{i presenL it was a thri l l ing occasion.
!'r)J sarllr- 1ew of us it was even more mean-
irgtui l 'or three of us there on that day
l,i i is -{: i: i  tt}e culmination of an effort v/hictr
i-)eg-trrl over a clecade ago- For a fourth, tlLis
reijres€rrLed ai,tainment of a goal which'
f{r. l l inle, seerned impossibly distant.

wrirlred Overilolser, M.D., the great psy-
(:lii:iLrist v-ho has been superintendent of St.
F;tizabeLhs Hospital t lere in Washi.ngton, D.C.,
lor ir quarber of a century, lvas present. Jack
I{ri}. le[ran, M.D., Assistant Surgeon General
oi l l1c Unlted States was tbele. I had the
gooe{ fortrir}e to lle present. And Marjorie
Sile.rror, Ph. D., who made such a signifi-
oiir i l  corri l ibution to the pNage of the act
i! ir icri i [rade possible the building of the in-
sutrlte, honored us by her presense. ft was
I)r. Overllolsei wiro. i lr 1949, headed a com-
miLirce whioil subsequenbly reported tbe
neeil for Aiaska mental health Legislation.
aftris qras a forirrurlner of the draft bill s/hich
bei'airle l-aw"

Ir i irc)-ae days Dr. I{aldeman beaded up
iri i i) l ic Heali, i l  Service work ln Alaska. :fheu
,Ln.i l:rier he worked hard for p{rssa'ge of ade-
q ir:11.e Dienttl heaibh laglsiaiiot.

'iii'-: j\i.*-si(ri Psychiatric Institute was con-
strdi:fed lrccallse tlte Congress of the Unlted
Srr.Les 3nd the execubit 'e branctr of ihe Gov-
a:rtmeltt si lw all imperative ne€d for it and
1';:-:poldttl ' .o ihai need generously and help-
iull-Y.

-l'\e i.hen Terriiory of Allska was and had
lr.'en throrghc[li its existence strangely sit-
iilriq.i iri respect tl) the ireatment of the
rne.taiiv i i l- !-or rea-sorls rrot en1;irely ciear,
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Undoubtedly, the act would have died in

the Senat€ trad not the members of lts Ir-
terior and Insular Affairs Conunittee been
men of Judgment, of conviction, and of cour-
age. For it would fiav€ been ea--"ier' I know
very well, for them to have allowed ii le biu
to gather dust in th€ commilitee fiies than
to act upon it," All ihe troutl le staried when
a paper ln California edi.torially alleged that
thls was a bad tl iU, a wicked bitl, a bii l  de-
signed for sinist€r purpcses. It asserted that
the mill ion-acre land grani ws a device to
creat€ in Alaska a "Silreria-U.S.4." Ac-
cording io the editorial, ibe mill ion-acre
tracr viould he "f enced in" ! rl ' l  i :hsr} poli l icai
prisoners would be ser! to "Siberia" by cor-
rtpt and nasty omcials irr t lre Staies- l{ow
in the world anyone came i,o belie./e this is
beside the poiDt. ?he ia.:t j .s i;har ! 'hey did.
?his was ailtes'Led to by ih8 i l iousaads.lnd
thousand.s of letters 

"bai 
rillled in to U.S.

Senators, and by the rumller oi *' i t l le:rses
who aDpeared before ihe hrtefio. arld Irlsulal
Afairs Commities:rgalls.r rhe bi1i. soDle Di
them fiued lr ' i th slr?,nge rerlcrns'wltic}l t l l€:- '
ejected. Of course. i i  sas xever int€ncied
'!hai 

the iaDtl be oirc,sen bi tl]g terr'ltor-v ci
A l s s k a  i n  o n D  h u s e  b l o c k ;  i i  h R F  n J t  b e e l j .  l f
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There being no objection, tl" 

ut!it1"- 
l:1't lrty o{ it has }leen fenceal lt. i t ttas been for There belns no oolwLrour urr

.1t ran^itro otu"tJ to be- prlnted ln the REcoRD a-s fol-
the nr:rmai Pllrposes of fencirlg

iti 
"ri!: ""'"", 

ihe legislative tlistory o.f fle 
lo*'L::

18019

r.he Lerritorial governrnent hhcl beel' pro-

l j i i i , f  i i " *  p i is i r ig anv rFgr j i " t ion at  a l i

il'it*-, il#::r:i{11J.",T|s?:i
l l f .  

" "n i ; ; " t "  op in ion  was s t rong lv  sga ins i

i i i "  eont rac t  sys t€ ln '  a l rd  on ly  one Sta te  in

; i ; ;u ; io t t  conr inued to  use  i t  s l rd  t l re r t  on ly

. ' ^  ^  . " ' "  l i i n ted  ex te l l l "  T l re  A laska ' ! lenLr r l

i i""Jrri, i"t. was s,igned irrro iaw h]- President

; i se l lhower  o t l  Ju ly  28 '  l95C l i  p ro f 'o<ed

i"-tltt- i"""rt ing ctrarlge's' ail of $'hicll have

oi""L" 
-"m""tive 

since -l 'helt 
ol are in l ire

i i * " " "  
" r  

b rcoming e f fec t i ve  Thro t lq l io l l t

ii;;il" territorial hisl'ary untit -then' 
per-

s.o.i; ;; Poo. mental bealth had been ar-

;;Gd-; common criminals' tr ied before

i i * i *  i "  L l re  U.S.  comnr iss ioner i '  co t r r rs  a t rd '

i f * ; ; ;  ;u i l t y .  hac l  -been 
ser t r '  1u  th is  hos-

"ii"l 
t"t a'way-from ltreir hames' fhere was

no osvch ia t r i c  care  in  A laska---t 'rt i f 
i" Law 83o ot the 94tlr Congrpss

chaneed all of this."-ro"irt" 
i irst inslance, the territorial leg-

israiuie was and, Ls tras beerr not€d' for

in. nr"t time auttrorized to legislate on

the  sub lec t  o f  menLa l  hea l th '

fn thi second place' Lhe C('ngress recog-

nizing that a heavy nnancial load would be

aUruptfy placed upon the territorial govern-

ment for 
-ttre 

fi.rst time, authorized a graut

io aiasxa., itrrougtr ttre Surgeon General. of

the Unit€d States, aggregating $6 mlll ion

over a period of Years.
Next, the Cotrgress made available $6'500'-

OoO m'tne Fedeiai contributior] toward l l le

constructlon of the hospital which wm dedi-

cated SePiember 9.
Finalt!-an<l this is what st'arl'€d all the

troublei-the t€rritory of Alaska, which in it 's

govermen la l  capac i ty  was l r {nd  poor  in  the

itioit 
"t 

the greaLesL land area in any u's'

Do l i t i ca l  s t rbd iv is ion .  wm granted  a  mi l l io l r
'ac res  

f rom Lhe U.S '  pub l i c  domain  T l le  pur -

Dose of this wes so thai the lerri lorial gov-

i rnment  mig t l t  ob la in  add i t ionr r l  revenue

ittt"ogtt salelr lease of this land' I canrlot

sav tfr"at the bill sailed through the House of

Sdoresentatives- Objeclions were made there

to lts torm and its philosophy llowever'

those objections were finally overcome ano

the bili wro passed by the l{ouse- It was

after this th;t the trlow descended' And

what a blow. Once before lire Senate, the

act became the fmal point of a heated con-

troversy- A ternpest erose- Tl)e legislation

was widely assalled. At thai rime I v/as

Delegate to tlle l{ouse of Representatives
trom ttre territory ol Alaska and I recall ever

so w€lI one Senator teiling me that upon the

sub]ect of Alff ika mental health legislation
he trad receiv€d more correspondence ttran
on any other slnce the lend-leroe bill wtis
belore tfre Senate. This was t-vpical.

ataska irenr'ai Healttr Aot makes, in retro-

sDect at least, an atrsorbing polit lcal chapter

in AmericaD hlstor-v. Unbelievable tr it Do{

seems, it has to be belleved- It bappened'

And it happened' not in sorne distant age'

lrut in the mid-2oth centur].
Not everyone who nade great corltrlbu'

t ions to this wotrderful legislation could be

at Anchora€ie on Sepiember 9, nnfoirurlalel!- '

I 'or example, Representative EDrrH (;REE\' of

Oregon, could Dbt be t}- ere. It \Yas sire sho

d id ' ;ha t  few in  po l i t i ca l  l i fe  wou ld  hare  t i1€

courage i,o d(tsslle became from tbe outsel

one oi the very strongest advocats of this

iesisiation, despiie th; fact 'hat it $'ould

rra"ve the evential result of t€rminatirlg the

contract q'hich had been in eflect tor so

iong w i th  a  hosp i ta l  in  her  own conrmr ln l t ! "

Rn i  Repre"enta t ive  Lro  w '  O BRIEN o f  ] ieq '

York, airthor of the Alaska Slatehood Acl'

uoO rt*uy" Alaska's f riend, not -oDl'Y.manaC::1
tlre bii l  in the House' but, when lt $'s ln

r tuuc  Oa"g" .  i l l  Lhe  Senate ,  came t '€ fo re  t t le

3 . tu1"  
" " i . ^ i t tee  

to  make an  e loqr ren t  3nd

iw ica t  appeat  f  o r  i l s  pasage '  A lso  there

*"""."- 'h"pi".""tatives WerxE AsPINALL ot

Coloradol now chairman of the House ID-

t".i l t 
"t ia 

Insular Affairs committ€e' and

nupi."ett"t i". JoHN P. SAYLoR, of Penns!' l--

""i i", 
t"* ranking Republican member or

thal, same comlnittee; also former Repre-

sentative A. L. MiUer, of Nebrska' tfren

ranking Fl,epublican member of thc

c()mrnilrtee-
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And in the Senate there were, among so

rnany others, Senator James E' Murray' Sem'

tor irrNrow P- ANDERsoN, Senator Arthur v-

Watkins, S€nator Hewnv M' JACKSoN' SeDator

A.,^n Brsra, S€natol Barry Gold'water' and

ever so many ottrers who defled critici'sn

and took charge of the act and Put !l

through.
Mr. President, I }.ave mentioned som'

names- Not all can be mentioned' of cours€'

but Almkans were and g,re grateful' It cer-

tainly would be inappropriate ,for --9. 
to

neglect to mention that M. W. Goding'

-q,ii'"tu-trott and now High Commissioner ot

the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands' s'3!

instrumental, togetheilwitfr Dr' Qverhols€r'

in drawing uP the 1949 report'

Whiie in Anchorage I learned that man!

Deople there have forgotten, or do not know-'

ihe'struggles arrd agonies and aberratiou all

of vrhicti were part of the legislative tristory

of ttre Almka Mental lleolth Act' I know ol

lo better account of atl this than tlnt whicfr

wffi written by Dr. stlearon, v/ho, s I trare

mentioned, was at Anchorage the other daJ

for the dedication-
There were rnany of us who gave ol t ime

ancl eflori in the legislative endeavor' As I

recall, Dr. Strearon did not become involted

in it uniil tbe act was before ttre Setrate'

Frorn ttrat time on stre devoted almost er-

clusive attention to it. And because she

earlv became convit)ced thRt it wN €(ood
legi;lailon, proper legistation, needed leg:rs-

lalion, she made perhaps the greatest sacrl-

f ice of all in persisting ln the bil l 's defelrse

arrd ad.vocacy- For she sufiered heary in-

come loss cll l  account of ihls' Some of l-e!

clients, and one ln partlcular, s'ere con-

vi.nced ihe biu was bad. Dr' Shearon b€-

lieve{i otherwise. They parted conpan-v'

She would not compromise with her beliefs

and pdnciples, even though she sullered
',hereiry a honey loss which she could i l l

ail'ord. For tbis, I frave always horlored her'

,{nd I was parLicuiariy glad that. because c't

al1.,hat had gone beJore, Dr. Shearon s'as

ebie tc be it l Anchorage.
And for an bisiorical accouut o{ uhaL

iraoireled. iD the legislative histoty of tbe
gli ik-a ltetiat l ieaith Act, I knos'o{ no more

farilu?"l or absorbing accourli than tbat wrrt-

leD by Dr. Silearon, vrhich I ask u]laniDous

rJ l l se i l i  i o  haYg pr i r l t ' "d  1 l :he  En 'ceD L t

rhis poitt.


